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FOREIGN  NEWS  013  CITRUS  FRUIT 


PAL3STHT5  GRAPEFRUIT  PRGDUCTIOI.  JTCHEASaS* 


The  area  planted  to  grapefruit  in  Palestine  is  now  estimated  at 
almost  1,000  acres,  25  per  cent  of  which  is  in  full  bearing,  according 
to  a  report  from  Vice  Consul  H.  Gordon  Minnigerode  at  Jerusalem.. 
Production,  although  small  at  present,  has  teen  growing  rapidly.  In 
1927-28  only  1,951  boxos  were  exported.     By  1928-29  exports  had  risen 
to  9,071  boxes  and  in  1929-30  they  jumped  to  17,000  boxes  and  in  1930-31 
they  amounted  to  57,000  boxes.    Most  of  the  exports  go  to  the  United 
Kingdom  but  wide  distribution  is  secured  on  the  remainder. 

Grapefruit  was  first  introduced  into  Palestine  in  1913.  The 
fruit  throve  well  but  the  lack  of  scientific  agricultural  methods, 
coupled  with  the  abnormal  times  of  the  World  War,  prevented  any  sub- 
stantial extension  of  the  planting,     In  the  years  following  the  war, 
there  was  a  large  influx  of  Jewish  immigrants  into  Palestine,  most  of 
whom  were  from  the  agricultural  areas  of  Central  Europe.    This  increase 
in  population  resulted  in  many  far  reaching  changes  in  the  agricultural 
and  economic  life  of  Palestine.    The  Jewish  Agency  and  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  of  Palestine  aided  the  settlers  in  developing  the  land 
by  advising  them  of  the  best  cultural  practices  and  as  to  which  crops 
to  plant.     Grapefruit  is  one  of  the  industries  which  was  backed  by 
these  organizations  and  which  has  been  developed  upon  a  scientific 
basis* 

The  total  acreage  under  grapefruit  amounts  to  about  969  acres 
around  207  of  which  are  in  fall  bearing.    Approximately  106  acres  Tkjtc 
planted  to  grapefruit  last  year.    Palestine  grapefruit  is  veil  received 
in  consuming  countries  because  of  its  good  quality  and  pack.     In  this 
connection,  the  Palestine  Grapefruit  Association  has  been  tho  guiding 
frctor.    Not  only  did  this  Association  bring  -bout  the  adoption  of  tho 
standard  grapefruit  box  and  establish  a  uniform  set  of  packing  and 
grading  rules,  but  it  is  also  aiding  in  the  sale  of  the  fruit.  This 
is  accomplished  through  advertising  and  by  studying  the  consuming 
markets.    The  Association  is  composed  of  growers  and  shippers.  The 
growers  in  the  organization  control  about  half  of  the  grapefruit  acreage. 
Practically  all  of  the  exporters  of  grapefruit  belong  to  tho  organization. 


